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A: In 1992, there were close to 300 robberies per 100,000 people. That rate declined steadily until 2000, to about 
150 robberies per 100,000 people. It remained at about that level until 2008 when it began to decline again.

USING SPSS TO MAKE VISUAL DISPLAYS OF DATA

In addition to being able to make sense of these three common visual displays, you might need to construct 
them at some point, particularly if you need to collect and present data in your class. In this section, we will 
learn how to make each type of display using SPSS.

We will use Wendt’s (2013) data in the SPSS spreadsheet file titled “Wendt’s data.sav”. Let’s open that spread-
sheet and get to work on our visual displays.

Making a Bar Graph
Let’s first make the bar graph that appears in Figure 3.5. This figure shows the average burnout scores of first-
year and senior-year students. Remember that we make a bar graph when we have a nominal (categorical) 
variable for which we want information. In this example, we want to see burnout scores for first-year and senior 
students. Let’s make this bar graph with SPSS.

1.	 Click on Graphs and then on Chart Builder.

2.	 At the bottom of the Chart Builder window, choose Bar, and from the visual options to the right, select 
(by double-clicking) the Simple Bar graph option.


